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the Russians, and an ardent desire his country
should rather appertain to any other Power. From
his infancy the sport of chance, ruined by mis*
fortunes of every kind, which all had a worthy
origin; disgusted with the gloomy rank of subal-
tern officer, which impedes the progress of his
studies, and moderate in his desires, he would
accept a place which should bestow on him the
otium cum dignitate; but he would not be the
slave of Russia. He loves France, and is attached
to me, to whom he thinks himself obliged. He
is desirous of serving his country, the cabinet
of Versailles, and his friend. The indecision of
his mind must have been afflicting, especially
under ckcumstances when, labouring for these six
months like a galley-slave, and certainly in a
manner more useful than had he been mounting
guard, you have even neglected to prolong his
furlough. This, at least, was perplexing. I have
decided for him.

Making myself responsible for this prolonga-
tion, which it would be so iniquitous to refuse,
and which surely will be granted if it be only out
of respect to me, ^ho find his coadjutonhip respect
